
Interlochen Arts Academy Band 2011-12 Syllabus 
 
Conductor: Katherine Kilburn   Email: Katherine.kilburn@interlochen.org 
 Office: Frolich 2270  Phone ext. 7891 
 
Manager: J Berry   Email: berryjj@interlochen.org 
 Office: Maddy Bld.   Phone: ext. 7432 
 
Welcome to the 2011-12 Academy Band! It’s going to be a fantastic year while we celebrate your 
being at IAA and  the 50th anniversary of the Academy! A few important things you need to know 
for your and our success this year! 
 
Report time: 3:30 Community Service, 3:40 Percussion/Harps, 3:45 All players  
Rehearsal time: 3:55 Tuning 4:00 Downbeat (M/T/Th/F and occasional wed. on concert weeks.) 
Rehearsal will end at 6:00 PM. 
 
Pre-requisite: Participation in an Academy wind/percussion private lesson. 
 
Description:  
The Academy Band provides a wide variety of performance experiences. Rehearsals offer the 
opportunity to develop and refine fundamental playing technique and ensemble skills. Band 
typically presents seven concerts annually of original compositions, representative transcriptions 
and works for smaller ensembles. Placement within the ensemble is determined by audition with 
the studio faculty.  
 
Objectives:  

• To refine sensitivity to intonation, articulation, rhythm, timbre, blend, and balance. 
• To identify and understand one’s role in a large ensemble and to develop good ensemble 

playing skills.  
• To experience different musical styles through representative and innovative band and 

wind ensemble repertory. 
• To provide the students with tools and experiences that will lead them to succeed in the 

music world outside of Interlochen. 
 
Rehearsal: 

• Band rehearses daily during eight and ninth period. Additional rehearsals may be 
scheduled during the year in different days of the week. Students are required to be in 
their seats ready to tune 10 minutes prior the beginning of the rehearsal. Students 
arriving to the rehearsal space late will receive an unexcused tardy. Please refer to your 
Student Handbook for more information about Interlochen’s attendance policy.  

• Percussion and Harps: your instruments should be ready (with the biggest set up used 
during the rehearsal) before the band starts tuning, plan to be at the rehearsal space with 
enough time to set up your instruments. 

 
Performances:   

• There will be and average of eight band concerts. Additionally, the band may also 
participate in other collaborative performances throughout the year including 
composition forums, dance concerts, collage, festival, and, graduation. Other 
performances may be scheduled during the year. ALL PERFORMANCES ARE 
REQUIRED!! Missing any performance will affect your grade significantly. Please 



check the Academy calendar and the Band concert schedule BEFORE you make any 
decision on your travel plans. Do not schedule a flight the day of a band concert!    
 
College Auditions: in the past, we have had Band concerts during audition weekends. If 
this is the case: Do not book your ticket before consulting the conductor, music 
director, and manager! 
  

Preparation and Playing-Tests: 
• Individual preparation and responsibility is expected from every member of the 

ensemble.   If a student fails to consistently prepare their individual part, the overall grade 
will be lowered. 

• Students are REQUIRED to complete playing-tests at the discretion of the conductor. 
The material for the playing tests will consist of excerpts from the repertory that the band 
will be preparing at that moment or for future performances. Playing tests are a very 
important part of your participation in band. They are the best assessment of your 
work in band and they will affect your placement in each cycle and your grade. Practice 
your part and be ready!  
 
Playing tests may be done in groups as a section or as individuals. It is up to the 
discretion of the conductor to make these decisions as she sees fit. A schedule will be 
posted before playing tests and students are responsible and required to sign up for a 
slot. If necessary, you may be asked to repeat your playing test. 
 

Auditions and section placement: 
• At the beginning of the year and at several moments throughout the year, faculty will 

schedule auditions. The conductor may or may not be part of these auditions. These 
auditions will affect your placement in the ensembles. Woodwinds, Brass, and Percussion 
will rotate between Band and Orchestra during the year.  
 

During rehearsal: 
• Phones should be turned off during the rehearsal. Leaving your phone in your room is the 

best option. If your phone rings during a rehearsal I will personally answer the call. 
• Any student may be asked to play any passage individually, in groups or as a section, 

including Strings. Sections may rotate during rehearsals.  
• See also Attitude and Behavior and Participation/contribution/commitment under 

Grading Policy.  
 
Extra coaching:  

• Extra coaching MAY be possible but only to students that have a good attendance and 
preparation record. Extra coaching will not replace, in any way, attendance to class and 
won’t be offered as an option to make up an absence. Extra coaching is not required and 
will not affect the grade. Scheduling of extra coaching will be made on an individual 
basis. 

 
Uniform and concert dress: 

• Students are required to wear uniforms and ID lanyards during rehearsals. Solid light blue 
logo shirt, solid dark blue pants, no jeans or sweatpants. 

• Performance Attire will be checked at the beginning of the year in Corson with J Berry. 
 
 



Music:   
• Music will be handed out at the beginning of each cycle.  Folders will be turned in 

immediately after each concert in the loading dock of Corson.   
• If your section switches parts, make sure you get a part in return.  You are responsible for 

turning in the same number of parts you were given.  Missing parts will be charged to 
your account (this can get expensive if it’s a rental part).   

• Get into a routine of practicing Band music early in the semester. 
 

Cases:   
• Shed:  please put your cases around the perimeter of the gym.   
• Corson:  please put your cases in the dressing rooms.  No cases backstage or in the 

audience area.  Do not go into the outer hallways to warm up as there are offices in the 
front of Corson. 

 
Stage Door Corson: 

• Please use the back door closest to the Organ Building to enter and exit backstage. Please 
remove your shoes (be sure to bring a pair of socks or slippers – no bare feet). 

 
TOUR 

 
More details concerning our tour with the orchestra and choir will come later. But briefly, we will 
be visiting Grand Rapids, Detroit, Chicago, New York and Washington, D.C. It will be a very 
exciting time to celebrate our achievements as a band and to represent the best of what 
Interlochen has to offer! See dates of tour below. 

 
Grading Policy 

 
Rehearsal Attendance:   

• In addition to the attendance policy stated in the 2011-2012 Student Handbook, 
unexcused absences from rehearsals will result in your grade being lowered. Each 
unexcused absence from rehearsal will lower a student’s grade by one degree (A to A-). 
Since the average concert cycle consists of approximately twenty rehearsals, one 
unexcused absence represents 5% of our total time together. Three unexcused tardies = 
one unexcused absence. Two unexcused tardies will result in an interim report. 

• This reduction in grade takes place after your final grade is tabulated, and is in addition 
to the policies on attendance set forth in your Student Handbook. 

• If you are ill: you need to go to the infirmary before the rehearsal begins in order to be 
excused.  You will need to bring your health services slip with you to the next rehearsal. 
If you are sick enough to miss a rehearsal, you are sick enough to visit health services.  

 
Concert Attendance: 

• Concert performances are considered the “final exam” for each cycle. If a student does 
not participate in a concert, their grade will be lowered by two degrees (A to C). 

 
Preparation and Playing Tests:   

• As a member of the academy band, one of your primary responsibilities is arriving for 
rehearsal having prepared your individual part. In rehearsal, you should be discovering 
how your part is contributing to the piece. Individual preparation, accountability, and 
responsibility will be expected from every member of the ensemble. If a student fails to 
consistently prepare their part, the overall grade will be lowered. At the discretion of the 



conductor, playing tests may be administered throughout the semester. Playing test 
results will contribute to your overall grade.  

 
Listening: 

• Students are expected to actively listen to the repertoire that is being prepared. Active 
listening requires that you utilize your individual part or a full score while listening to 
reference recordings. Recordings are available via Naxos and a playlist is available by 
accessing the Fennell Music Library Google calendar. 

 
Attitude and Behavior:   

• During rehearsals and concerts, every member of the ensemble is expected to behave in a 
professional manner.  Failure to demonstrate appropriate professional behavior may 
result in a lowered grade. Any talking in rehearsal should be directly related to the music 
we are playing and should be concise and intended for finding musical solutions to 
problems of balance, style, articulation, notes, etc. 

 
Participation/contribution/commitment: 

• Active participation, contribution and commitment are an important part of the 
Band experience. You cannot fulfill these qualities simply being physically present in 
rehearsals. Each person in the band is a unique and important part of the band. Bring your 
personal best to every single rehearsal and concert. Be committed to play the best you can 
for the band and for yourself! If a student fails to participate at a consistent level, the 
overall grade may be lowered. 

 
Health Problems Absence  
If a student has a physical problem related to the performance of her or his instrument, the student 
would first address the problem with their private teacher and Health Services and then 
communicate the problem to the conductor and the band manager. You will be required to 
complete homework based on the band’s repertory. This homework will be required and failing to 
complete your assignment will lower your grade. 
 
2011-2012 Concert Dates: 
Saturday, September 24 7:30 PM Concert 1 
Thursday, October 6, 7:30 PM Collage 
Friday, October 7, 7:30 PM Collage 
Saturday, October 8, 3:00 PM Collage (Parents) 
Friday, November 18, 7:30 PM Concert 2 
Friday, January 13, 7:30 PM Concert 3 
Friday, February 10, 7:30 PM Concert 4 
Thursday, March 1, 7:30 PM (with Choir) Concert 5 
Sunday, March 18, 7:30 PM TOUR KICK-OFF!! J  Concert 6 
March 19-27 TOUR!!! (Details to follow) 
Saturday, April 21, 7:30 PM Concert 7 
Saturday, May 5 7:30 PM (Composer’s Forum) TBD 
Friday, May 25 8:00 Honors Convocation 
 

Let’s Rock! J  
  


