
Conducting 306 paper topics: 
 
 

Each paper should be 2 pages long, double spaced, and typed. Please spell- and grammar-
check them before you turn them in. They should be turned in during class on the dates as 
indicated below (please note date change for final paper*). Please plan ahead so you can 
complete them in a timely fashion as no late papers will be accepted. 
 
Unit 2: (due 2/16/10) I would like you to compare two (or three if you'd like) of the 
following youtube videos. They are five conductors conducting the last movement of 
Beethoven’s Symphony no. 7. You should watch the videos all at least once to decide 
which ones you'd like to compare. Once you've made your choice, watch your chosen 
videos a few times each paying close attention to the conductors' style, (the size of the 
orchestra), what sound the conductors are aiming to get from the orchestra, what their 
gestures look like, etc. Are they actually using a "pattern"; all the time or sometimes? Do 
they seem to excite the orchestra and get a great sound from the players, or not? 
How/why do you think that happens? 
 
Discuss at least the main points we talk about in class in terms of clarity, tempo, 
breathing, engagement, understanding of the music, etc. I DO NOT want a play by play 
review of these videos, but rather a well-thought out comparison of two distinctly 
different approaches to the music and conducting. What did you like or dislike and why? 
Have fun! Here are the clips in no particular order: 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4TNfFwUZ71g 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VLkZvsp62iU 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OpU0gfZDmFk 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6CqmXNQ71Rc 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pFUK1LZsmVU 
 

Unit 3: (due 3/4/10) Attend two rehearsals (not concerts) for a minimum of 1 hour each 
with conductors here at BGSU or elsewhere. Make sure to get permission to attend the 
rehearsal in advance as some conductors do not like uninvited guests watching their 
rehearsals. Be sure to have good etiquette and don’t leave in the middle of a rehearsal 
portion. It’s also nice to show up early and introduce yourself and thank them for 
allowing you to observe.  

Take notes during the rehearsal and comment on their rehearsal style and conducting 
style. What did you learn? Do they approach things in a novel way? Comment on how 
efficient and effective their rehearsals are and how well you think the conductors 
connected with the ensemble. Describe any particular rehearsal or conducting techniques 
they use and how it changed the sound of the ensemble. Please be sure to include the 
names of the ensembles and the conductors, and the dates and times of the rehearsals in 
your paper.  
 



Unit 4: (due 4/1/10) This paper should be a good way to really get to know the Mozart 
recitative for unit four. You will have already read the Recitative Guidelines and other 
notes page and a brief synopsis of the opera in order to find out what's going on in this 
scene (this is Fiordiligi's aria in Act I, scene 2 of Cosi fan tutte). You will also have learnt 
the recitative and be able to sing it (more or lessJ). 
 
For the paper I would like you to describe in your own words, the situation that is taking 
place during this recitative and aria. Describe the emotions that are most likely passing 
through Fiordiligi's head and heart as she sings. To whom is she singing and why? Is she 
always singing to the same person or people?  
 
Also discuss the way Mozart emphasizes these emotions with harmony, orchestration, 
rhythm, tempo, and any other number of musical parameters. How does the music help 
the text to come across, and how does Mozart use the music to help communicate 
Fiordiligi’s situation and emotional state? 
 
Lastly, comment on how your conducting is different in a recitative. Besides the fact that 
there is text, what is at the forefront of your mind when conducting the singer? How does 
accompanying a recitative help you as a conductor? 
 
At the end of your paper please be sure to credit your sources properly using the Chicago 
style1 (websites and citations). 
 
Unit 5: (due 4/27/10*) Final self-evaluation: I would like you to watch your tape for the 
quiz on the 4/22 and keep in mind all of the specific things you have personally been 
working on this semester. Have you fixed any bad habits? How do you look and feel 
different from the first time you stood on the podium this semester? Do you think you 
accomplished your personal conducting goals? Do you feel more confident and solid on 
the podium? Comment on your progress and what you got out of this class. Since you 
won't be watching your final tape and turning a "final self-evaluation" to me this is 
essentially your chance to share with me your thoughts and reflections. Be concise and be 
critical in a good way. Please also feel free to share thoughts about the course and any 
suggestions for future conducting 306 classes. 

                                                
1 http://library.osu.edu/sites/guides/chicagonotesgd.php 


